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1855 letter to David Phillips from john Frank Phillips outlining conditions in lowa along with
Mother Hazel's rendering

| //{m 7 ﬁﬁm /%’J //f?xfﬁ
. D e

%@/wﬂ'm%/é@ L fa%d e
i /lz«é-/ /r//z« ﬁ//

K : /772/;//% /Tt . //; /}777;67 ’ _g*::%j_ /57'?< /(/ &/“%f
//c//w‘ 1474 e ik / e '7L/ S d/[&/, ( /u//\ /L‘A :

%&// Wz/ o zz{ Zf, T
el 7
)7/)7 LA /7/4;/(_74 ‘/(¢/ /dfcllf%n »l’l«?\

/ Ve
e
e A2 /7”[ wne

w 7/1/7%01 @Z(i ;/Z >
//z%‘/m /7/‘7 /.(/ /ZfL Loal PR B s
’2&{4 ///Z::Z/%J

b
%Cf/iw Y /mz‘“/ﬂw o T e mu//g y
ﬁ/m{?[éw e ek s é‘/Z«w.z, L sz—c (Pt deanel luse, it
aé//w//“//ad /Q ﬁ/fﬂ 2 es 2 d/?a‘i;z( /12«//715(1,.‘/L¢‘
//cu LT &u/ﬁ?mf / A’/////z /“//7//‘21“_'
G b enns S pror 7

, /'7#2«»4 sl (/[c%111
LB T e (% s JR
e

ffza"/< o, A (m4(’[(,z
’:,%thr/ i @;z/éz Fe o /("2//////1411."&. F20 /h_ y I 1& Pt Jiy.
| Hone Lo ﬁ/:/ /P-W"-/n«th% ¢7u(/747/19<;z @(dztt.‘/":'
' %4 Lad /m/ ﬂﬂ/ll’ %L%/ e ,M;é%/{/ 7"/’1&16 K’zo/ Crie
é'z% P lL( M&&/ﬁé (l %4—14/

o K{ff /ﬂ/ﬂ[: @/I/tﬂ?r Vo

= 7 ;

\ //d/“l/(/ / %é///t/mtf//f/ ”// ’,%/ ufﬂ 1;. /m/\ M /92/
ﬂM /W% M" / A/d /14 /(7§;e/!/7é/d;. %(""—j ?{"’L/“z /Z". /(l,,‘('/£¢/2f/}¢£

17/4 W Q\ &, %ﬂ‘ﬁ// W P2 % &
Az & 7 } 2 tj M P /tl A /¢’7";1 : A /} /
e W// / Cersixs TR 7 /

i
73 (%w Lzt 6%0%«?4%&‘2& [}/75 [“f\ /tff/ (41(('[ -
/J/ ‘294 /Zfﬁu% (Z/ / ]

¢ ;':‘jyf}”ﬁ/ﬁb /ﬁ/%/ﬁux ﬁ? /”ﬁ" /mw’

/mf/ Aot gﬁ,}(d

L€ /UW/fL?"

T T ek

R e



! Hennipun Putman‘co. T11.Septith 1855
MR. Dsvid Pﬂillips Dear Friend

T take this opportunity of writing a few lines to you to let
you know now we are Do you think of coming out this seasonl . We

just about starting now. I am getting the czttle tozether resdy

i)

¥

@

Qu
-

for a start BuckM starts tomorrow =ncC zm going along with him
He is to give ue 80 =acres of prareyand Twenty acres of timber 2nd

z pzir of horses and give me =z chance to raise cattle and improve the

12nd. Buckm hzs got 1500 acres of Przrey o-nd tim:ier in Iowea

Where we are golng He ssyshe hes aot a framehouse and farm of 80
-cresunder fence 4O of A's broke =n! under cultiv tion. So you may
Judged what kind of chance I will have out in Towa/fd¢/ddy#/oe says

there is plenty of tovernment land close around where he 1is zoing

:nd I think if you should come ent and brins some money with you

Fon

there would be & gre:t chance for buying chezp 1and . BYuck and his
arother inlaw is golng out with/Bhd¥/ us  Buck is going to set him
2t Droving znd butchering. There is 2 school houses and 2 chunks
within 2 miles of Buck's land so you see We wont be out entirely
aniwzy the [ezthens iz guite a town closeby Joes land
Write soon if you please T premain Yours John Frank Phillips

Sundy Tep-2nd We fre hu ting the czttle for & start tomorrow
morning its plaguey hot weazther now.Write soon =nd let us know
how you all sre =nd whether you think of coming out I havnt got much
tice to write. John Frank Phillips
PS Buck got 50 heed of cattle , 10 horses 1500 As in Buchsnan Co

1000As in Blaclkiawk and 1200 in Fayette Co.

Two farms 1 in Bech and 1 1n iinn Co. one frame House and 1 logz house.



1856 deed to David Phillips From Philip & Catherine Peyton along with recording

Linn County property
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Partial Letter and 1855 Power of Attorney designating William (?) Phillips as appointed to conduct David
Phillips affairs in Newark or Belleville Township along with Mother Hazel’s renderings
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A partial letterm apparently written t0 John Mortis:

-In FairMount Cemetery, and allowed no renumeration to plat holders but either sold the land or built
themselves. I don’t know which. Your uncle had the remains of father and mother, and any others that could be
gathered removed to his plot in Mount Pleasant Cemetery where there is a stone erected to the memory of “Morris
Phillips and his wife Naomi Peron”.

There is a tradition , I don’t know how well founded, but your father used to tell us that the first of the
Phillips family who came to this Country was a general under Cromwell, and after the restoration of Charles 2nd
left Eng. with the Three Judges whose graves are now to be seen marked by little brown headstones on “New Hav
en Green”. That Gen. Phillips settled in Litchfield Township, Conn. That, in 1696 the Morrises and the Phillips
came to New Jersey. The Phillips family took lands in Caldwell. There were brothers and held their property till
the close of the Revolutionary War, then some of them being Tories had to leave, and all their property was
confiscated. those who were loyal to the Federal Govenment had to suffer by their Tory brothers.

My great, great-grandfather was the first sheriff of Essex County.

The Morris part of his family settled in Bloomfield and my great grandfather, John Morris, whose name
you bear, seftled up on the old Bloomfield road and owned all the land down to the present Lincoln Ave. and it was
subdivided with ,,,.,,,McReeve, or rather his mother. My grandmother Phillips-Uncle Lemuel Morris, and his
brother Zebulon Morris, The land held by your Uncle John’s estate is all that is remaining in the family. Franklin
has built on the upper edge of the Estate in what used to be the Woods. I wish you could get a copy of the book you
refer to giving the geneology of the Phillips family or tell where we can obtain a copy. We did not know there----==-

David Phillips to Wm. T(unclear) Phillips Power of Attorney

Know all men by these presents That 1, David Phillips of the Township of BelleVille in the County of
Essex and State of New Jersey have made consti(unclear) and appointed and by these presents do (unclear) and
appoint William (either T. of F.) Phillips of the City of Newark County and State aforesaid: My true and lawful
attorney for me and in my name place and stead to and for my use to collect and receive all such rents which may
hereafter grow due from David Phillips or John M. Phillips or any other persons as tenants or occupiers of any
lands belonging to me situated in the Township of BelleVill County of Essex and State of New Jersey or in the city
of Newark County and State aforesaid or which may be due from or payable by another person or persons as
tenants occupiers or (lessees or Unclear) of any term of such land. And upon receipt thereof to give proper
acquittance thereof. Also to receive and collect the equal undivided half of the crops of Hay Ry oats cormn

. Buckwheat Potatos Apples and all other crops grown in partnership by David and (SamL) Phillips in 1855 on the

Sanford pllace and on Qxe Homestead Also to collect all debts interest and demands from H. H.(unclear). Giving
and granting to my said attorney full power and authority to do and perform every act in and about the premises
The last line and signature have been cut off somehow.

Qa\rex (9-('; ‘}‘855



t looks to be the same lowa property

executed by John M. & Eliz. Phillips on wha
lease of their interest in the property.

bly constitutes a re
hat they financed the original purchase.

1860 Deed
purchased by David Philips and proba
I'm just speculating t
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The following are 5 letters written back to lowa (John Morris and Caroline) on the occasion of a
visit back east by David and Julia in the winter of 1867. Mother has transcribed three of these
letters and | have included Mother’s work.
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Know all men by these presents That we John M. Phillips and Elizabeth Phillips of the City of Newark, County of
Essex and State of New Jersey in consideration of the sum of Eighteen Hundred Dollars in hand paid by David
Phillips of Linn Co. State of Iowa do hereby sell & convey unto the said David Phillips the following described
premises to wit The N (Fract 1/2 of NW1/4 & N 1/2 of SW 1/4 of Nw 1/4 of Sec 3 & the NE 1/4 of NE 1/4 of Sec
4 Tp86 NR7 W 5th PM.& we do hereby covenent with the said David Phillips That we are lawfully seized of said
premises that they free from encumbrance That we have good right & lawful authority to sell & convey the same
And we do hereby conenant to warrant and (defend) the said premises against the lawful claims of all previous
(clammy) by or under our authority.

Given & signed by us this 5th day of January AD 1860

Newark Jan. 15th 1867
John- We arrived safe at Newark on Friday last and find the folks all well- But the place is so much changed that I
hardly knew it. The Horse R Road and streets out through the old fields and fine cottages and country residences
for the upper (Ten) of Newark scatterd over Ansons and Stimuses lots gives it the appearance of a city. There is
two big houses built and three buildings between the House and old (Well or Mill)
Your Mother is gone to Elizabeth Port to visit Chamberlain and wont be back until tomorrow. The weather is
pretty cold and there is a couple of inches of snow fell on Sunday.How did you get home from the Rapids and how
did you make out with your wheat. I would not sell any until the price rises as every one says wheat will keep up
for the next 6 or 8 months. I suppose you might as well sell the pork of you have not already sold As it don’t
appear to come up much in price, won’t as far as I can judge.

Jan 17th We are well Your Mother seems to enjoy herself But I cannot feel contented surrounded as I am with
old objects and old reminiscences- I often wake at night and find myself cursing some of my old friends etc If my
mind don’t get better settled I shall be back very soon and leave your mother to finish her visit at leisure.

We got your of Jan. 19th and are glad you are well We sent a letter from Blue Island to you Last night it snowed
about 1 ft deep and its been cold and raw ever since we were here.
Tell Joe & Capn Wm Downs that the prospect sees pretty good for getting a fair lift towards building a church
from the upper ( Ten or Ton) of Newark.
I have not written to Major Downs yet about them books of his from the fact that my mind is unsettled and if I were
to consult my own feelings I should not have stayed 4 hours. Not but that I am treated well- But if you knew all I
know and had suffered all I have suffered you might comprehend my feelings- I am sorry Major Downs did not
send the books to Uncle John for I think they would have taken well--two or three copies would have recommended
themselves. The chance for Mc Martin getting money is but slim as all the spare funds are invested in building a
new city called Woodside for the upper ten of Newark to live in I can stand at Uncle Sam’s and count 20 new
buildings in course of erection costing from 3 to $10 thousand apiece. I may be mistaken but still its my opinion
that somebody will have to suffer,
About that land of Mr Moores you had better perhaps let it take its course let him sell if he has a chance Uncle
William talks of coming out in the spring and selling his place in Illinois. And also Uncle Sam’l - but maybe they
will not like the place And if they do there is land farther south as good or better can be got as cheap

I hope Caroline gets along well with the domestic affairs Her Mother is anxious to hear how she likes being chief
in command
I have to answer many enquirys about the west--- and its curious to observe what vague ideas most of people
have--such as Ain’t you afraid of the Indians--or how many miles are you from your nearest neighbors--or do you
have schools or meetings
Your Mother wants Caroline to look after the pet pig The calves, the cats & Prince and to see to the Beef or
porkand not let it spoil,
You speak of Frank A don’t seem that he is thought much of by his own friends and Relations. Write as often as
convenient
Yours Sincerely  John Morris & Caroline

David Phillips ( His fancy Signature)
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Excerpts from Feb 13th 1867 to John & Caroline
First in regard to Mr Martin the chance of getting money is but slim as Uncle John has bought Uncle Sam’ls part
which with the improvements he intends making will take some $10,000. I have found others such as A)unclear)
H ifc\\coc\é Gutegcici-wgi-gas money to loan out--But its too far from home and they want their money where they can look
wno a4 fier it with less trouble--Well! I often look at some of these Poor rich Cusses and conclude that a western man
enjoys more of life in one year than they do in forty--In regard to the wheat don’t sell it for less than
$1-75--Potatos & oadt, make the best you can of them. Its very probable that Uncle Wm & Sam’l will both come
out there this apring.. ,
A.P, Miller made his appearance here last night the whole trivbe has left the far off sickly West and come back to
Plainfield. They say Uncle Aleck Spencer has (Nippoed) ------====--
Mr. Green & Uncle John wants all the live quails you can catch sent on here as the snow has very nearly destroyed
the seed of them here They calculate to come out next summer in the season for chickens and stay late enough to
take a chance at Ducks & Geese. Let Dr. Wilson take Sport and train him in the way he should go and also keep
his hand in at shooting-because I have bragged some little on him as well as myself And these Newark gents
calculate to nave a new Breech loading Precision needle Double Barrel which is to do the most murderous work
ever done in Iowa-But I expect it will take them one seas9on to get used to their guns.

Newark, Feb 25th 1967 Dear Children,

I take this opportunity of writing but at present am confused with the Pesky Wire Fiddle which they are
hammering at in the next room and hammering out the Storm Scottish or Joe Bower’s Hornpipe- I don’t know
which. We are well and your Mother has just come home from New York. We are glad to hear that you are will
and doing well- The weather is very much out of sorts-These has been about three feet of snow fell since we have
been here which has made it very bad gatting about.

The 18th of Feb. I went to New Haven Conn-And spent some time in Milford and other towns in Conn. And

e curiosity prompted me while attending to other business to look at the old Records and I observed among the first
settlers of Milford New Haven & Heartford in 1639 a Thomas a Frederic & Joe Buckingham A george
aWilliam & David Phillips A Thomas & John Morris an Edw’d & Wm Downs a Wm & George Curtiss together
with Baldurns Cranes Dods Wards Leve No doubt but they were of the same Puritan stock as Wholley, Jeff &
Dixwell Three of the Judges who condemned the Royal Charles to the Block-The generally received tradition is
that they were most if not all of them Soldiers and officers in Crownwells Army and emigrated to America at the
restoration of the Monarchy.
Isn’t it to be wondered that the descendants of such as these who could brave the privations and dangers of an
unexplored forest filled with hostile savages and hide and protect the (regiscides) from the Royal power so that they
should die at a good old age- Should be inclined to look with any degree of favor on any Aristocratic system either
in Church or State- Its a part of a Puritans nature to acknowledge no superior except in talent and to bow to no
Lord fut the Lord Jehovah. I want you to see Mr Edd Downs or Wm J Downs and tell them I expected a letter
from them and that I have got a large basket full of books for the Sunday school and the promise of a great many
more you can show this to them. Feb. 20th-- We have set no time for starting back and I rather think that we
have to wait some time for Uncle Sam’L to get ready- He has sold his part for 4 thousand dollars which with some
other crumbs will make his pile about $5000 Sufficient to start him confortably in the West which will be much
better for him than fiddling along in the haphazard happy to lucky way he is in here.
In all probability Uncle Wm will come along at the same time. ........ ---(added at the end) Aunt Eunice Spencer is
in Newark also Rob R(unclear) Abe Walter from (Unclear )Broken Men. I will tell you Aunt Eunice sends her love
to you when I see you.
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